87% of residents know where the local
footpaths and bridleways are and most of
those people were able to use them without
difficulty. It is important to residents that
these are well signposted and it was felt that
they could be made more attractive if they
were more accessible to those with
disabilities and more paths were created. |t
is also important that gates, stiles and
bridges are kept in good repair.

The question, “Are there any places where
litter is a problem in your village?” generated
a wide response. Six-Mile-Bottom suffers
from litter thrown by passing traffic, as does
The Lanes, the main road between Great and
Little Wilbraham and the roadside between
Little Wilbraham heading towards Cambridge.

We asked 220 people, “How should your
village be kept clean and tidy?”

This was the response:

Solution Number of
people who
agreed

Pay for a litter warden 33

Pay for a road sweeper 28

Put up notices 50

Enter “Best kept Village” 71
competition

Have a “Spring Clean Day” 59
annually

Have a “Spring Clean Day” 99
twice a year

We will aim to put some of these suggestions
into action in the hope of reducing the litter
problem.

A third of residents felt that the recreation
ground and play area in Great Wilbraham
was a problem area for litter. There are three
dog waste bins and five litter bins in this

vicinity. Requests for these to be emptied
more often in summer may help the situation.
It appears that litter is a minor, but
widespread problem for all three villages.
One resident made a very good point;

“If everyone picked up what was outside their
house, the problem would be almost solved”.

Another comment from a resident was, “Dog
muck everywhere!” It is unfortunate that we
seem to have a few dog owners who
continue to ignore the warning of a £1000
fine. Please be responsible for your pet and
clean it up.

Traffic and Transport

When we asked if your village suffered
from any types of disturbance, the two
highest responses were both traffic related.
88% of the people surveyed said they
experienced disturbance from heavy lorries
while 45% said traffic noise in general was a
problem.

The Parish Councils are aware of concerns
about lorry traffic and while many of these
vehicles are authorised to use our villages to
reach their destinations, some are not. Great
Wilbraham Parish Council has done a
preliminary lorry traffic survey and passed
their results to Cambridgeshire County
Council.

Most respondents never have a problem
parking their vehicle. 86% have either a
garage or off-road parking. On-road parking
could be considered a natural way of traffic
calming in some areas, but it can also cause
visibility problems, such as in the High Street,
Great Wilbraham and the High Street, Little
Wilbraham near the Hole in The Wall Public
House.

40% of residents would support some form of
traffic calming in their village, such as
extending the speed limit or “children at play”
signs.
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151 residents used their car or van as their
main means of transport to work or study.

There are several areas where speeding
traffic is considered a problem. The number
of people who felt in danger of speeding
traffic in certain areas is shown in the
following chart:
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Other areas were highlighted by some

residents. These include Church Street and
Station Road in Great Wilbraham.

The Parish Plan questionnaire asked if
residents would be prepared to take part in a
voluntary transport scheme. Almost 20%
said yes, they would, but only a few people
wanted to regularly use this service as a
passenger. 40% of residents were prepared
to share private vehicles for social or leisure
purposes on an occasional basis.

168 residents thought that it was important to
try and stop vehicle damage to our roadside
verges as it makes some areas of our villages
unattractive.

Just 16 out of 223 respondents used the
public bus. People would like to see
improvements to the bus service in the
following areas:
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One resident sums up the requirement of our
villages; “More buses more often”.

Social and Community

There are several annual community
events, such as village fetes, the sports day
and flower, vegetable and produce show.
These events give local people a sense of
belonging and community spirit. ~ Some
residents were keen to have more of these
kind of events and a Community Events
Committee could be established.

Our villages benefit from two Social Clubs.
One is housed within the Memorial Hall in
Great Wilbraham. The other Social Club is in
Six Mile Bottom and is used not only by their
residents, but by residents of neighbouring
villages such as Weston Colville and Little
Wilbraham.
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63% of the survey respondents have
attended events in The Wilbrahams’
Memorial Hall or are a member of a local
group who hold meetings there. The
Memorial Hall is a well-used venue for a wide
range of events and activities. A third of the
residents used the hall at least once a month.
The Gardening Club and the Women’s
Institute are the most popular groups with
high levels of attendance. There are some
long-established groups for children, such as
the Baby and Toddler group and Brownies
and more recently, Rainbows and Cubs. The
Youth Group meets weekly to cater for the
needs of older children.

According to our survey, residents feel that
we have good to reasonable social facilities
for adults over 25, but 52% thought that
young people aged 17-25 have poor social
facilities. Over half of the people thought that
children were adequately catered for locally.

The Play area in Great Wilbraham is well
used and a new football goal and basketball
hoop has been installed so there is
something for the older children. The
children in Little Wilbraham will benefit from
the mountain bike trail and play equipment,
newly installed at their recreation ground,
along with 6 newly created allotment garden
plots for the village residents.

The Wilbrahams’ Memorial Hall is in need of
major improvements to enable further clubs
and societies to develop, helping fulfill the
recreational aspirations of our community.

The annual Flower, Vegtable and Produce
show had a record number of entries in 2009,
proving this traditional event is as popular as
ever.

In 2009, Trustees of the Hall commissioned a

building audit by Cambridgeshire ACRE
(Action for Communities in Rural England).
The audit highlighted the fact that the Hall is
no longer fit for purpose, the sports changing
facility is very poor and rebuilding, rather than
renovating, is the preferred option. This was
echoed in another audit commissioned by
South Cambridgeshire District Council.

The Memorial Hall Trustees must prove the
need for a new hall to obtain grant funding. It
is extremely important for our Parishes to
continue to use the hall and support local
functions and events held there.

We asked, “Which new sporting activities
would you attend in your village if they were
provided?” Here are the results:

Sport/Activity No. Of people
Keep Fit 84
Badminton 67
Yoga 67
Tennis 46
Bowls 42

Other people expressed an interest in playing
squash, youth football, netball and basketball.
Equipment for indoor carpet bowls is

available but currently unused.

An Art Club and a Rambling Club were the
two most requested non-sporting activities
and several residents were prepared to help
organise and run them. The Memorial Hall
could also offer a resource for U3A
(University of the Third Age).
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..the Memorial Hall is probably the most
unsightly building...

We have fantastic cricket teams with
many young people being involved at the
lower levels...

Ensure that the quality of the facilities
allow the sports to be enjoyed...

We desperately need better sports
changing room facilities.

...to hear the sound of cricket matches in
summer is a great joy, so | would favour
any improvements the teams need...

...build a heated swimming pool...
J3

80% of the community get information
about events taking place from the
Wilbrahams’ Warbler magazine. 65%
gathered information from their village notice
board and almost half of the residents found
that the Post Office Stores kept them up-to-
date with local events. The Store is a well
used community asset, visited by 70% of
residents at least once a week.

The Warbler is now accessible via the
internet. To find the most up-to-date local
information, go to www.gtwilbraham.net

Half of our residents are satisfied with the
way the Parish Councils spend their portion
of the Council Tax, but 35% were unsure how
the money was spent. Parish Council
meeting are open to the public and residents
are very welcome to attend. There is an
open forum at the start of each meeting
where villagers can air their comments and
questions. Please see the notice boards in
the villages and the Wilbrahams’ Warbler
magazine for meeting dates.

Walking is the most popular leisure activity
identified by residents, reflecting the
abundance of footpaths in our area, such as
Fleam Dyke and Devil's Dyke. Other

suggested leisure activities were horse riding,
nature study/farm visits, photography and
painting. Should residents wish to encourage
further tourism in our Parishes, this is the
range of activities that should be encouraged.

60% of residents felt that the police coverage
in their village is poor and almost half of the
people surveyed would welcome a greater
police presence. More than half were
interested in joining a Neighbourhood Watch
Scheme.

In conclusion....

The Parish Plan Committee have carefully
read all of the comments submitted by
residents on their questionnaires. Some of
the most commonly mentioned topics are
highlighted in the following quotations:

“The problem to face is very poor public
transport”.

“It's unsafe on the main roads due to heavy
vehicles and speeding traffic”.

“Cars could be parked in garages instead of
on roadways and footpaths”.

“Dog mess is a general problem”

“Too many small properties have been
extended into big homes and there are few
small houses left”.

“Our village is fast turning into a majority
population of over 50’s. We need to keep the
school filled with local children and need
more affordable housing”.

“I would like to see the local pub, shop and
social club survive and thrive”.

“We need a fresh, new village hall with multi-
purpose spaces’.

“T'rim hedges to clear pavements. More bulb
planting”.

All of these comments are addressed in our
Action Plan and will be monitored over the
following five years.
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Youth Results

We received 40 responses to the Youth
Questionnaire from a wide range of ages,
representing 5 — 17 year olds. This was a
great response, so thank you to all who
replied to the questionnaire.

Where do you go to
school?

0,
3% 5%

3%

47%

35%

5% 2%
W Gt Wilbraham Primary ~ Hills Road

M Perse Girls B BottishamV C

M Perse Upper M Long Road

St Faith's

How do you normally travel to school?

o

8% go by bicycle

27% come hv car

39% catch the school bus

and 3% use the public bus

Do you take part in after school activities?

Yes 33
No 7
No public transport 2
Too far to get home 1
Too dangerous to walk 1
Don’t want to 3
Parents cannot pick up 1
Activities are unsuitable for 4
me

33 out of 40 wanted to go on to Further
Education. 3 children wanted to look for work
in the local area.

It was good to see that most of you are easily
able to meet up with your friends in the
Wilbrahams’ and Six Mile Bottom.

How would you like to spend your time in
your village, but can’t right now?

LW/SMB GW

At home 1 0
At Recreation Area 0
(more equipment)
Music activities 1 0
Swimming 1 2
Dancing 0 1
Golf 0 1
Sports Activities 0 1
Beavers/Cubs 0 1
Paintballing 0 1
Sports Hall/Gym 0 1
Cycling 0 2
Tennis 0 2
Basketball 0 1
LW/SMB Results from Little Wilbraham

and Six Mile Bottom.
GW Results from Great Wilbraham.
This chart emphasised the need for

recreation facilities for the children of Six Mile
Bottom and Little Wilbraham. Since the
questionnaire was produced, new facilities
are being installed at the play area in Little
Wilbraham.
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What parts of the bus service need
improving?

Routes

,

These were the top three areas where you
think improvements need to be made.

Timetable

Over half of you feel we need an improved
timetable and reliability was also a concern
for 6 people out of the 40 questioned. The
cost of the service was also an issue, as well
as the route taken by the bus.

Inadequate public transport has been
highlighted by the Youth Questionnaire as
well as the adult questionnaire and we should
attempt to make improvements. This will be
included in our Action Plan.

@) Wvel

The results indicated that the Wilbrahams
Youth Group is not always well attended,
even though there are currently 34 registered
members.

Have a look at their website at
www.wilbrahamyouths.org

Maybe your parents could take a turn at
helping out at the Youth Group, or they may
be able to bring a skill or craft to the group.

There were many clubs, sports and activities
that you take part in outside the Wilbrahams
and Six Mile Bottom. The favourite ones

were:

Judo

Music, band or
orchestra

Since the questionnaire was completed, a
Cubs group meets weekly in school term time
at the Wilbrahams’ Memorial Hall.

People would like to take part in other
activities if they were provided in our villages,
such as tennis, dancing, basketball, cricket
and badminton. Although it would be
fantastic to have a swimming facility in our
parishes as some requested, it is very
unlikely to become a reality!

3 people who responded to the youth
questionnaire would like to see a kid’s
playground or some play equipment on Six
Mile Bottom playing field. 11 were happy
with the facilities on Great Wilbraham play
area, while 9 thought more equipment was
needed. A basketball net was suggested,
and has since been installed, along with
football goals.

Are there any areas in your village in
which you feel unsafe?

Two thirds of the youths who replied said
they felt safe in all areas. Others felt unsafe
due to road safety reasons. This, along with
other issues raised, will be addressed in our
Action Plan.
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