Report of County Councillor Matthew Morgan to

Great Wilbraham Parish Council in the Fulbourn Division, September
2025

Please email me at matthew.morgan@cambridgeshire.gov.uk for any further information
or clarification. Mobile 07831418046.

Great Wilbraham Specific and Related:

Lorry Signage
1. Unfortunately, the signs that were put up are not legally allowed.
2. They stated "7.5t weight limit", a mandatory road sign which cannot be ignored.

-> However, there is no legal justification for being allowed to put up these limit signs. If
we left them up we would be contravening the law.

3. They should have stated "Unsuitable for HGVs" , an advisory sign, which can be ignored
by lorries if they choose.

4. | had been given a date of 9" august for instatement of the correct "Unsuitable for HGVs
sign". Despite chasing, this continues to slip due to contractor availability. 30" of
September is when they should be installed.

It is very difficult to totally exclude lorries from a road, as the law says they are valid
users of the road. The legal steps to do this are very significant.

I have organised a meeting between Chris Page and Robert Lacey, the owner of Queens
Farm, a contributor to lorries and vans through the village. He is cognisant of the issues
caused and is trying to put in similar rules to lorry traffic driving to Fulbourn Mill.

Speedwatch

The Parish Council or Traffic Working Group can organise speedwatch, an enhanced
community speed enforcement programme, which can lead to reminder letters being sent
to drivers can be organised be through Simon Burgin.

Dates for Capital Projects

Church Street, Great Wilbraham - drainage design ongoing and Stuart Rusby will share
when complete in November. Construction to be 26/27.

School Crossing LHI Bid: If successful, will be announced on 14th October. My ballpark
guess is it will be 4th or 5th on the ranking list, and be funded.

Mill Road Triangle: Still awaiting CPCA to start design work.



Kingsway Solar

The County Council and Parish Council will be consultee on the Kingsway Solar
Development, mainly located near West Wratting, as a project with 500MW of energy
production (Around 2% of UK demand on a particularly favourable hour) is is comfortably
over the 50MW minimum for it to be a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project. The
consultation is expected to start imminent and be open for 6 weeks. This consultation is
the point to enact changes and optimise the proposed design.

Declaration of Interest: | hold shares in Downing Renewables & Infrastructure Trust plc (DORE), which is
managed by Downing and in the process of being taken private by another company run by Downing; Bagnall
Energy. Downing are the asset managers developing Kingsway. Bagnall will probably become an investor in
Kingsway. DORE is not and will not be an investor in Kingsway.

County Council Wide:

New Organisational Structure for Highways Maintenance

Parish Councils will now liaise with a Senior Highways Maintenance Officer, who will lead a
team of Junior Highways Officers responsible for reviewing problems and ordering works
on the ground. Each area will have other Officers responsible for areas such as vegetation
growth or drainage, rather than these officers being siloed away in separate teams and
difficult to liaise with. This change has been made as it was felt that Local Highways
Officers, often the most junior team member, had too much responsibility placed with
them and acted as a single point of failure within the maintenance team.

New Highways Asset Management System

The County Councils IT system for Highways Management was 20 years old and not fit for
purpose. Aurora, the new system will allow officers to enter information and book repair
jobs in the field, It should make checking contractors work quicker. The system will make
it much easier to report back to residents when their maintenance issues have been fixed.
Parish Councillors will be able to view a demonstration of the software on the 12th of
September from 15:00 to 16:00. Report It, which is the resident-facing part of the system,
is remaining the same at present but will be out of action from the 18th to the 22nd
September during the switch over.

Local Government Reorganisation - Preferred Option (Proposal A) and Second
Feedback Exercise.

Cambridgeshire County Council is recommending a new Unitary Authority combining
Cambridge City, South Cambridgeshire and East Cambridgeshire. This proposal is now the
County Council’s preferred option; it follows NHS commissioning boundaries (The biggest
spending partner of any council) and gives the requisite size of two areas of around
500,000 residents.

Parish Councillors and Residents are encouraged to give feedback on the recommended
option at: Your Future Councils - Your Voice - Cambridgeshire County Council - Citizen



https://yourvoice.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/your-future-councils/

Space. Most interestingly, this is an opportunity to think of and recommend a name for the
new unitary authorities

Useful links for the County Council

Grant Funding

www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/communities/funding-opportunities-in-
cambridgeshire Outlines many of the local and national grants available

Information on Planned and Emergency Road Closures

https://one.network/ Is an excellent resource with all planned closures and hopefully all
emergency closures. You can recommend it to parishioners.

Reporting Tools for Highways Maintenance Issues

https://highwaysreporting.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/ Can be used to report all highways or
footpath maintenance problems. Feel free to discuss these faults with myself as well if
you want them escalated. You can recommend it to parishioners.
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