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Welcome to my 25/26 Annual Report.
This year has been one of achievement and consolidation. Many years of work and commitment around traffic, environment and biodiversity, village assets and well-being, connectivity and communication are showing results. Members of the Parish Council have been extremely active in all these areas – working with others to collect evidence, look for opportunities, engage with other Councils and outside organisations, attend meetings, make plans, write applications, negotiate and fine tune developments and even organise and participate in working parties to do the practical work. You can read more about all these developments in my Report. Highlights include the new bus service, installation of the 20mph speed limit, successful application for a Zebra crossing at the School, beginning development of the Parish land up Butt Lane and general tidying of the village environment.
My thanks go to all Parish Councillors, our Clerk, Sam Chambers-Turner, Little Wilbraham and Six Mile Bottom Parish Councillors who have worked closely with us and the leads of all organisations in the village who have helped make this happen.
This last year has also been a reminder of how connected Great Wilbraham is with the wider environment. Our village is part of South Cambridgeshire District Council and wider Cambridge – an area at the centre of Government proposed rapid development. Indeed, many of our residents work and contribute to the agenda which makes Cambridge so successful. At the same time the village is stressed by poor road connectivity and public transport, marginal viability of assets such as the village shop, difficulty in recruiting volunteers to help support our important village activities – too few people to do too many jobs! The Parish Council has attempted to reflect these aspects in our response to the many consultations that are now coming our way – a balance between our wish to remain a relatively small close knit, rural community and a request not to be overlooked when developments such as transport and connections, a few new houses, and the development of green spaces for the community are being considered. You can read more about our involvement in consultations in my Report.
Finally, we welcomed Linda Maurice and Noreen Caine as two new Councillors and we said goodbye to James Harmer in January 2026. I would like to thank James for his hard work, particularly regarding our communications and the website.
[bookmark: _Toc130836579][bookmark: _Toc356982603][bookmark: _Toc357682750]1	Village Life
Our new hourly bus service began on the 27 May 2025 and the lives of many people were transformed: students at sixth form colleges or Bottisham Village College (and their parents!), people with no access to a car, people attending appointments at Addenbrooke’s or wanting to avoid high parking charges in Cambridge. No longer do these people have to ask family and friends for a lift. It is wonderful to see the regular buses going through the village and realising that we are connected at last! We also have a proper functioning bus shelter with real-time display.
However, - we must keep the service – even change and develop it to further meet our needs. The Parish Council, including resident Max Laverack, has worked closely with LWSMB PC and with the local organisation AtoB1102 to maintain pressure on the Combined Authority to ensure this happens. Importantly, in May/June 2026 we are planning a questionnaire survey to look for feedback and ideas for improvement from residents of the two parishes
The Parish Council has also contributed to village life through its support and liaison with the Memorial Hall Committee, Well-brahams, Wilbrahams Environment Group, Great Wilbraham School, and Common Rightsholders.
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[bookmark: _Toc130836580]2	Environment and Biodiversity
The role of this group is to consider and propose maintenance plans for the natural environment in the village, to liaise with the Wilbrahams Environmental Group (WEG) and to facilitate biodiversity initiatives.
Site up Butt Lane. We have made progress with our plan, in association with WEG to develop the Parish Land up Butt Lane as a mixed woodland/grassland area to promote biodiversity and amenity. In January, hedging provided by the Woodland Trust MoreHedges schemes was planted by a hardy group of over 20 volunteers. An application from WEG to South Cambridgeshire Community Chest was successful, enabling us to start the construction of a rain capture shelter to support trees in their early years. The Wadlow Wind Farm Community Fund has also provided support that will enable the next phases of the project, including deer fencing. We also expect to tree planting this Autumn with mixed native species provided by the Woodland Trust MoreWoods scheme.
Improving Access to Great Wilbraham Common. Great Wilbraham Common is an SSSI and thus an important asset for the village and the wider community. It lies on a popular circular walk between Great and Little Wilbraham. However, access to the Common from Great Wilbraham is problematic due to the overgrown verge forcing people to walk on the road which is very unsafe.
Together with WEG we have worked on the narrowest section near the corner to make it possible to walk along the verge rather than on the road. Further towards the village we have also cleared space behind the trees on the wider part of the verge cutting back the brambles so that people can walk away from the road. We are grateful to Wilbraham Farms who have also cleared a section of the verge close to the village. By taking reasonable steps to keep people off the road we hope that we have improved safety, but the route still has risks associated with walking in close proximity to traffic and we are considering the potential for other measures such as barriers that might further reduce risk.
Maintenance We have continued with the same grass cutting regime as last year, using a perimeter cut where there are wide verges in order to balance tidiness with support for biodiversity. Following the Tree Audit in October 2024, we have now carried out all the recommended works to maintain the health of our trees. We have used contractors for substantial tree works but we are also grateful to the committed band of volunteers who have carried out important, but more minor works, such as mulching and ivy removal.
3 [bookmark: _Toc130836581]Highways, Transport and Cycleways 
Our Highways, Transport and Cycleways Committee, led by Councillor Christine Page, has been very busy this year, working with the Transport Working Group (TWG), highways officials, district and county councillors and neighbouring parish councils. We would also like to acknowledge the huge contribution that volunteers have made in so many ways (including early morning traffic surveys). Thanks to all their efforts we continue to achieve things that others claimed could never be done. We continue to be challenged, particularly by a threatened increase in HGV movements through the village every day and by the volume and speed of traffic.
East West Rail (EWR):  EWR is proposing to build an entirely new Eastern Train Care Centre in Fulbourn, with facilities for overnight cleaning and replenishing of up to 6 trains at a time, and both welfare facilities and car parking for staff. The site, which will be located on land to the North of Station Road (behind the small industrial park at Ernest Does), will be accessed via the Queens Farm bend. It is of concern to us that construction traffic, likely to be extensive and over a 3-year period is to be routed from the A11, via Mill Road into Great Wilbraham and then on to Fulbourn. The Parish Council is engaging closely with EWR during the consultation period, which ends on 9th June. We will be looking at the route with the EWR project team and providing evidence with an aim of proving to them the unsuitability of this choice.
School Crossing: In October we got the exciting news that our Local Highways Improvement (LHI) application for a Zebra crossing outside the school was finally approved. This is a large and expensive project (up to £100k) of which £25,000 was offered through the LHI by the County Council. However, we were delighted to learn at the end of April that the Active Travel team has offered additional funding of £54,907. Depending on the eventual cost, the shortfall will need to be met by the Parish Council and by fundraising.  
As an interim safety measure, residents may remember that last year, after submitting evidence from traffic surveys taken outside the school at arrival and leaving times,  the County Council agreed to pay for a traffic officer (lollipop person) to oversee the children’s arrival in the morning and the Parish Council and School would fund the end of the day session. However, despite extensive advertising we received no applications for the post and so we have been unable to implement this.
Traffic speed: The 20mph limit, implemented in March 2025, has been instrumental in slowing traffic down as it travels through the village, but there are still vehicles that hit speeds well above 20mph. The data from the MVAS units is proof of this. The MVAS units continue to be moved monthly, under the direction of the TWG. New legislation has made it extremely difficult to use lampposts and so in January we submitted an LHI application for additional posts at various locations on which to mount the devices. 
We continue to consider whether further traffic calming measures may be needed, if drivers persist in flouting the 20mph limit, and urge residents to set an example to others. 
Speedwatch: Our concern about drivers speeding through the village has resulted in the re-establishment of a Community Speedwatch (CSW) group: something used in the village a few years ago.  The principal purpose of CSW is to remind drivers of the 20mph limit. The secondary purpose is to record those driving too fast: providing the police with information to add to their database. Persistent offenders receive a written warning; those who continue to flout the law face prosecution. 
We would like more residents to volunteer to take part in CSW surveys. Training and equipment, including a laser ‘speed gun’, is provided and sessions are limited to no more than 1 hour.  
Bus service: The T4 bus service, launched in May last year, has proved to be very successful with hourly buses to and from the village every day except Sundays. Usage is reasonable but Stagecoach keeps the service under review. Whilst the service has been a great benefit to younger people accessing Colleges, and many other non-drivers, we are aware that problems with the service do restrict its use. In June we are planning a questionnaire to look at usage in more details so that we can feedback to Stagecoach as they make adjustments.
The construction of the Zebra crossing will result in the bus stop near the school moving to a new location adjacent to the Recreation ground. The current stop on Church Street, near Church Close, will also be relocated close to the junction with Toft Lane. 
Cycleways: We continue to lobby for cycleways to and from Great Wilbraham, working with neighbouring villages to enable cyclists to access safely the existing networks running from Fulbourn and Bottisham. 

4 [bookmark: _Toc130836582]Parish assets and the village environment
We undertook an annual walk to inspect the village assets and the general environment. As well as the land that the Parish owns, important assets include the village sign, benches, the bus shelter, the Parish Council noticeboard, IT and administrative resources, and (purchased this year) a shed for storage of SpeedWatch equipment. We would also like to note and thank our Clerk for her important work in inspection and maintenance of the Defibrillator which is situated outside the Memorial Hall. This important equipment must be kept up to date and will require replacement within the next 12 months. The full list of assets and their value for insurance purposes is on the Parish Council website.
Village benches: This year, following our annual walkabout to check on our Parish assets, our village benches had a well-deserved makeover: cleaned, repaired, and repainted. 
Tree Maintenance: We have now carried out all the maintenance work recommended in the last Tree Audit (Oct 2024). We are grateful to the group of volunteers who carried out the ivy removal and mulching required.
Cemetery: We have employed a contractor to manage the hedge along the entrance track and to trim our side of the cemetery/orchard hedge. We are grateful to Wilbraham Estates for topping the cemetery/orchard hedge; also, to a local Community Payback Team for maintenance work in the Cemetery/Orchard - we are hopeful that this could become a regular event.
Our cemetery working party continued to meet, although thankfully the flooding from previous years has not been repeated. We have met with Highways to hear about their plans for improvements to the drainage of Church Street and Angle End which previously emptied into the ditch alongside the Cemetery drive. We plan to extend the ditch and, following consultation with the Wildlife Trust, we hope to develop a ‘scrape’ in front of the black poplar tree planted with species that can withstand being waterlogged. In the meantime, we have tidied the carparking area, maintained the hedgerows and undertaken a regular programme of grass cutting.
5	Planning and consultations
Major consultations 2025-26 has been a time of major developments for Cambridge and the wider region and we have looked closely at the various proposals and options to assess potential impact or opportunities for Great Wilbraham and to respond appropriately. We usually work on these with Little Wilbraham and Six Mile Bottom Parish Council. We have also joined meetings and contributed to thinking of local organisations and groups such as the AtoB1102 group concerned with transport down the Burwell to Quy corridor. In this way we have understood some of the wider implications, whilst also being able to feed in the perspective of our village. 
Major consultations have included: Kingsway Solar Park, Cambridge combined planning authority Local Plan, Local Government Reorganisation, the proposed Greater Cambridge Development Corporation, the relocation of the Newmarket Road Park and Ride and East West Rail. Consultations invariably have several stages and all of these proposals are still live – for all it is important to make sure that the Parish Council has a continuing voice, that we feed in our prospective concerns and ideas at an early stage, that we meet and engage with developers, Councils and other organisations with an interest as well as our residents.  Most recently we have become concerned with the East West Rail proposals for a Train Care Maintenance Centre at Fulbourn with access for all construction vehicles via Great Wilbraham
Less major consultations have included: Community Infrastructure Levy, Active Travel Hierarchy, South Cambridgeshire Local Food Growing Survey and Anglian Water Cambridge to Rede Strategic Water Pipeline.
Planning applications. The usual round of planning applications for properties and land within the village have also been considered through the Parish Council meeting process. This has included proposals for extensions, changes to listed buildings, applications for tree works, changes to driveways and one application for a small development of houses behind High Street. These applications are listed on the relevant Parish Council agenda so that members of the public can attend and make representation.  The Parish Council responses can be viewed on the South Cambridgeshire Shared Planning Portal.






1. [bookmark: _Toc130836583]Communications
Wilbrahams Website During the year we moved our Parish Council website to one provided by Parish Online. This provider specialises in Parish Councils and ensures that the website is compliant on all formal requirements. However, we rapidly became aware that the new system lacked the common website and the email notifications that have helped bind the communities of Great Wilbraham, Little Wilbraham and Six Mile Bottom together. Many residents and organisations fed back that they missed this valuable resource over the past year, finding it difficult to locate information, connect easily with local groups and organisations, receive updates and share information on local events. The two Parish Councils have worked together to provide an updated community website, using the previous Wilbrahams.co.uk domain, which we hope to launch in the summer of 2026.
Warbler reports. We have reported to all four editions of the Warbler, providing clear information about our major achievements and our areas of work, and listing upcoming events.
Parish Council meetings Our agendas are always displayed on the Wilbrahams website and on the village noticeboard at least 3 working days before our meetings. We have ensured that key information such as road closures and emergency events is posted on the Wilbrahams website.
Know your Parish Council Clerk. Our Parish Council Clerk has attended all Community Coffee mornings during the Autumn and Spring and has engaged in conversation with many local residents.

1. [bookmark: _Toc130836585]Governance 
Parish Councillors
	Hilary Burton (Chairman)
	James Harmer (to January 2026)

	Christine Page (Vice Chairman)
	Linda Maurice (from June 2025)

	Rob White (Vice Chairman)
	Noreen Caine (from March 2026)

	Andy Martin 
	

	Vacancies 1
	





	
		
Parish Clerk
Samantha Chambers-Turner 
Tree Warden
Nigel Start

Website assistance
Siobhan Hall
Governance and Policies 
Our governance systems and policies are complete and up to date and can be viewed on the Great Wilbraham parish Council website at  https://greatwilbrahamparishcouncil.gov.uk/page/governance
In particular, the following policies have been developed and adopted during this year: Scheme of Delegation, Data Protection and Freedom of Information

Committees and working parties
The following committees, working groups, and liaison arrangements have continued to work (lead is in bold):

	Finance
	Councillors Burton, Page, and White

	Highways, Transport & Cycleways
	Councillors Page, Burton and Martin

	Human Resources
	Councillors Page, Harmer

	Environment & Biodiversity
	Councillors White, Burton and Tree Warden

	Planning
	Councillors White, Burton and Page

	Cemetery
	Councillors Burton, White, Martin and Tree Warden

	Communication and IT
	Councillors Burton and Harmer

	Policy
	Councillors Burton, Page



Representatives/liaison with other organisations
	Memorial Hall Management Committee
	Councillor Page


	Well-brahams
	Councillors Burton and Harmer

	Wilbrahams’ Environment Group
	Councillor White

	GW Primary Academy
	Councillor Page

	Common Rights Holders
	Councillor Page

	Little Wilbraham and Six Mile Bottom Parish Council
	Councillor Burton



Training
Councillors have undertaken training as follows:
	Sam Chambers-Turner (Clerk)
	


Number of meetings 
Since 1 April 2025 we have held 6 full Parish Council meetings, and two extraordinary meetings.
1. [bookmark: _Toc130836586][bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Finance
Our Income. 2025/26 precept was £38,500 and this accounts for 80% of our income of £47,845, with the rest being made up from land and allotment rentals, burials in the Parish Cemetery, bank interest and County Council contributions to grass cutting (since we contract with our own provider).

Expenditure. Our total expenditure was £30,112 with some monies being set aside for expected expenses in the forthcoming year. Expenditure is more widely spread including that required for the extensive work of our Clerk and other administration including audit and office expenses, room hire, website, Warbler and other printing, subscriptions and affiliations, upkeep of trees and verges including the perimeter of Recreation Ground (4,899), Grants (£1,600) and the payment of the public works loan taken out for the rebuilding of the Memorial Hall (£4,730).  


1. Volunteer to help in the village
There is lots happening in Great Wilbraham – together we can make it a better place to live, both for our residents and for the environment. We are limited only by the number of people willing and able to help. We have one vacancy for a Parish Councillor.
If you would be willing to help in any way – and particularly if you have special interests or skills, please let us know.
Also – please come along to our Parish Council meetings and have your say.
1. Contact details
Hilary Burton (Chairman): hilary.burton@greatwilbrahamparishcouncil.gov.uk
Sam Chambers-Turner (Clerk): clerk@greatwilbrahamparishcouncil.gov.uk
This report is available for download from the Wilbrahams website.
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